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Abstract

One of the main challenges in peer-to-peer based volunteer computing systems is efficient resource discovery
algorithm. Load balancing is a part of resource discovery algorithm and aims to minimize the overall response
time of the system. This paper introduces an analytical model based on distributed parallel queues to optimize
the average response time of the system in a distributed manner. The proposed resource discovery algorithm
consists of two phases. In the first phase, it selects peers in aload-balanced manner based on QoS constraints of
request. In the second phase, a proximity-aware feature is applied to select the peer with minimum
communication overhead among selected peersin the first phase. Two dispatching strategies are proposed for the
load balancing based on stochastic analysis of routing in the distributed parallel queues. These policies adopt
probabilistic and deterministic sequences to redirect requests to the capable peers in the system. Simulation
results show that the proposed resource discovery algorithm improves the response time of user’s requests by a
factor of 1.8 under a moderate load.

Keywords: peer- to- peer computing, volunteer computing, resource discovery, load

balancing, distributed parallel queue, proximity-aware scheduling



1. Introduction

Volunteer computing (VC) which benefits from idle cycles of desktop computers is an
attractive cost-efficient platform for running scientific projects with heavy computation
requirements [1-4]. Some of popular volunteer computing systems are BOINC [5], condor-
like grid system [6-8], Entropia [9], XtremeWeb [10], Aneka [11], SZTAKI [12], QADPZ
[13], and IPOP/WOW [14]. Peer-to-Peer (P2P) based VC systems represent a decentralized,
self-organized, and scalable environment for running applications such as PastryGrid [15],
BonjourGrid [16], ShareGrid [17], Condor-Flock P2P [18], and Self-Gridron [19].

Resource discovery algorithm has a great impact on overall performance of these systems.
One of the main challenges for designing an efficient resource discovery algorithm is the load
balancing policy. The objective function of load balancing is minimizing the overall response
time of the system.

The main contribution of this work is to propose a proximity-aware load balancing strategy
in the resource discovery algorithm of P2P-based VC systems. In our previous work [20] a
distributed proximity-aware architecture for resource discovery in P2P-based VC systems was
proposed. This architecture is named CycloidGrid, it distributes an incoming load among
peers based on communication overhead and current load of peers. In CycloidGrid, we have
shown that if we consider communication overhead among peers in the resource discovery
algorithm, the average response time of the system decreases. In this research we focus on
minimizing average response time and decreasing the overhead of resource discovery
algorithm by stochastic analysis of routing in distributed parallel queues. The proposed
policies are knowledge-free (i.e. they are not dependent on current load of each peer). Thus,
they do not impose any overhead on the system. Also, deadline is added to the QoS
constraints of BoT requests.

The proposed resource discovery algorithm consists of two parts. In the first part, a number
of peers are selected fairly by one of the dispatching policies based on stochastic analysis of
routing in the distributed parallel queues. The dispatching strategies take into account QoS
constraints of request such as CPU speed and RAM or disk space requirements. In the second
part, the proposed resource discovery algorithm decreases the communication overhead by
selecting a peer with minimum communication delay among the advertised peers in the first
part. Millions of heterogeneous resources are disseminated across geographically distributed
peers in the P2P-based volunteer computing systems; therefore, running a job on a node with
lower communication overhead can reduce the communication delay, and increase the overall

performance. In summary our paper includes the following contributions:



e Providing an analytical queuing model for load balancing in P2P-based volunteer
computing systems based on parallel non-observable queues;
e Adapting the proposed analytical model for distributed resource discovery policy;
e Proposing a probabilistic and deterministic dispatch policy for load balancing in the
system to meet the QoS requirements of each request;
o Evaluating the proposed policies under realistic workload models and different
number of peersto show scalability of the system.
Therest of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents a literature review. Section
3 discusses CycloidGrid environment including architecture and the resource discovery
policy. Section 4 presents analytical queuing model for load balancing in P2P-based VC
systems. This analytical model is based on routing in parallel queues. The proximity-aware
load balancing policy is presented in Section 5. This section gives a detailed overview of
applying analytica model for load balancing in the system. Section 6 describes the
performance evaluation of the proposed policy under a realistic workload model. Conclusion

and future directions are presented in Section 7.

2. Related Work

There are several research works that have investigated load balancing and QoS constraints
in the resource discovery algorithm of P2P-based volunteer computing systems. These
researches can be divided into two categories. the first category is the load balancing based on
information gathered from the peers on the system (knowledge-based approach). The second
category uses analytical model for load balancing with the knowledge-free approaches, but
these works have not considered QoS constraints. In the first category, we highlight the
following works:

Kim et al. [21] proposed an approach for load balancing in the resource discovery
algorithm of P2P-based desktop grid systems. The resource discovery algorithm is considered
as routing problem in the CAN [22] space. CPU speed, memory, and disk space are
considered as QoS constraints for each request. It searches a node whose coordinate in all
dimensions satisfies or exceeds QoS constraints. The matchmaking algorithm distributes jobs
among capable resources evenly based on aggregated load information along each dimension
of the CAN overlay network. This method neglected proximity-aware feature.

Abdullah et al. [23] suggested a dynamic and self-organizing model for resource discovery
in ad hoc grids. In this work, three types of agents named customer, producer, and
matchmaker were introduced. The whole identifier space is divided into zones which has a
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dedicate matchmaker. The matchmaker uses a continuous double auction to perform resource
allocation, and looks for matches among producers and consumers according to QoS
requirements of the request. Required resource size, resource availability, deadline, and
budget were studied as QoS constraints. The authors defined a mechanism to calculate the
matchmaker workload (TCost) based on the number of request/offer messages to be processed
in the ad hoc grid. TCost based on threshold is applied for dynamic segmentation and de-
segmentation, and balancing a load among different matchmakers. Moreover, resource
discovery algorithm ignores proximity of nodes.

Mastroianni et al. [24] proposed a super-peer based resource discovery algorithm for P2P-
based volunteer computing systems. Their resource discovery algorithm consists of two
phases. job-assignment and data-download phase. In the job assignment, a job manager
generates a number of job’s advert based on QoS constraints like characteristics of platform,
and sends them to the local super-peer and some of other super-peers in the system. Workers
generate a job query. Then, job query travels the network through the super peer
interconnections until its time-to-live parameter decreases to zero or the job query finds a
matching job’'s advert. In the data-download phase, the worker sends a data query, and
downloads a data file from a closest data centre. In this work, load balancing isignored.

Lazaro et a. [25] proposed a decentralized resource discovery algorithm that meets QoS
constraints of request in P2P-based V C systems. The authors used KBR overlay network, and
the requested number of resources are considered as QoS constraints. Three main agents
(worker, client, and matchmaker) were defined in the system. A worker sends advertisements
to multiple matchmakers in the system. When a client needs resources, it asks matchmaker,
and matchmaker searches among advertisements in order to find possible matches. In this
work only QoS requirements of request is studied, but load balancing and proximity-aware
feature are neglected.

Di et al. [26] presented a decentralized scheduling algorithm for dynamic load balancing in
a self-organized desktop grid environment. A dynamic Newscast model [27] is used as
unstructured P2P overlay. In this research, each peer gathers load information of its neighbors
based on epidemic gossip protocol. The average load level on participating nodes is used to
distinguish overloaded and under loaded nodes in the system. A node is in a load balanced
state if its current load closes to average load level. If it is overloaded or under loaded, it is
improved by migrating any process into it or out from it. An autonomous scheduler designed
on each node performs process migration. The system decreases migration overhead by



considering process workload and bandwidth between two relative nodes. QoS constraints of
request are ignored in their work.

In the second category there are a few research works that use knowledge-free method for
load balancing in the grid systems. Some of these works are:

Di et a. [28] improved a previous work [26] to design a conflict-minimizing load
balancing algorithm, which can balance uneven workload in dynamic P2P desktop grids. In
this work, each heavy loaded node selects light loaded node for task migration based on a
distributed Bernoulli probabilistic model. They argued that asynchronously selecting target
light node by each heavy loaded node in the competitive circumstances could be regarded as a
set of Bernoulli trials. By using the decentralized Bernoulli model, decision conflict of task
migration is decreased, and the efficiency of load balancing method isimproved. Thiswork is
a combination of knowledge-free and knowledge-based method. Because at first any peer
gathers load information of its neighbors based on epidemic gossip protocol; then, it uses
Bernoulli model to improve the performance of load balancing algorithm.

Chatrapati et al. [29] considered the grid system as n heterogeneous computing resources
connected by a communication network using m users. Each node is modeled as an M/M/1
queuing system, and all jobs are supposed to have the same size .The communication
overhead between two nodes is considered independent of the nodes ,and computed by total
traffic through the network. They used a competitive equilibrium solution for load balancing
in computational grids. The competitive equilibrium problem of load balancing finds
equilibrium prices for the computing resources; then, it specifies allocation of user jobs to the
nodes at these prices such that each user optimizes objective function against budget
constraints. In this work authors proposed a load balancing strategy based on knowledge-free
method but in a centralized manner. Also, the resource discovery algorithm ignores QoS
constraints of each job in the system.

Table 1 presents a comparison among these studies and the proposed load balancing policy
in this paper, in terms of platform, QoS constraints, load balancing, and proximity-aware
feature.

3. CycloidGrid Environment

In this section, a brief overview of CycloidGrid architecture and resource discovery policy is
provided. Interested readers can refer to [20] for more detail about CycloidGrid.



Table 1: comparison among previous studies and proposed |oad balancing policy

Studies Platform QoS constraints Load balancing Proximity-aware
policy feature
Kimetal.[2]] CAN overlay CPU speed, Memory, Knowledge-based No
network and disk space
Abdullah et a. [23] Ad hoc grid Required resource size, Knowledge-based No
resource availability,
deadline, and budget
Mastroianni et al. Super-peer characteristics of No Relatively, just
[24] overlay network platform for downloading
datafile
Lazaro et a. [25] KBR overlay requested number of No No
network resources
Di et al. [26] Unstructured No Knowledge-based Relatively, just
P2P overlay for load migration
network based
on Newscast
model
Di et al. [28] Unstructured No Combination of No
P2P overlay knowledge-based and
network based knowledge-free
on Newscast method.
model
Chatrapati et al. Centralized No Knowledge-free No
[29] system based on M/M/1
gueuing system
The proposed load Cycloid CPU speed, memory/ Knowledge-free Yes
balancing policy Disk space, and based on GI/GI/1
deadline gueuing system

3.1 Resource and application models

Any volunteer resource in VC systems (e.g. desktop, laptop, tablet computers, smart

phones, and servers) can be assumed as a resource in CycloidGrid [42]. These resources are

heterogeneous, and have intermittent or permanent Internet connectivity [41]. Resource and

peer are used interchangeably in this paper. Each job is considered to be a Bag of Tasks (BoT)

application containing some of independent parallel tasks, which will be run on a single

resource. Because some of resourcesin VC systems have less connectivity [41] (e.g. wireless

connection); thus, many tasks are assigned at once to keep the resource busy until the next

connection.




3.2 Architecture

CycloidGrid is a proximity-aware resource discovery architecture in P2P-based volunteer
computing systems. It uses Cycloid [30] as a P2P overlay network. Cycloid is a constant-
degree structured P2P overlay with n=1.2" nodes where | is a dimension. All nodes are
classified into some clusters. Each node is identified with a pair of indices (k,a ,a, ,...a,)
where a, ,a, ,..a, iS a cubica index identifying its position among 2' existing clusters.
Wheresas, k isacyclic index that identifies its position among | nodesin its cluster.

Three types of nodes are defined in CycloidGrid. These nodes are called reporting node,
host node, and client node. The reporting nodes are responsible for keeping resource attribute
values of peers in the system. These attributes include model, operating system, CPU speed,
RAM, and available hard disk. Host node can find suitable resource to run a job, when it
receives a lookup request, and it can run its associated jobs. The client node sends a lookup
request for running ajob. It keeps executable code of the job, input and generated output files.

Decision tree (DT) is applied to classify resources based on resource attributes into some
clusters, as it is shown in Figurel. Four attribute values are selected in each level of DT.

Consequently, the number of clustersin DT is 4° =1024 clusters.

Operating )é: cRU

Syslem \ RAM Speed\
Model [ Hard Disk

Space

- »

' /v CPU
- RAM Speed

Figure 1. Decision treefor classification of resources based on their attributes.

Each cluster of DT keeps the attribute values of subset of resources with identical operating
system and processor model, and close CPU speed, RAM, and hard disk size. These clusters
assign to the first 1024 clusters of CycloidGrid, and they are called reporting clusters. The
remaining clusters of CycloidGrid are called host clusters. Consequently, we have two types
of cluster in CycloidGrid: reporting clusters and host clusters. Reporting clusters keep
reporting nodes, and host clusters contain host/client nodes. Each reporting cluster contains

three reporting nodes with similar resource attribute values. One of these reporting nodes is
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called primary reporting node that has the largest cyclic index in the corresponding cluster,
and the other ones are called replica reporting node. Replica nodes have snapshot of resource

information of primary node.

3.3 Resource Discovery Policy

Each request (job) is served within a single peer in CycloidGrid. It has the following
characteristics:
e Number of independent tasks
e Estimation of each task duration
e QoS congtraints in terms of minimum CPU speed, minimum RAM or disk space
requirement, and deadline.

Figure 2 illustrates a scenario in which aresource is selected for running arequest. At first,
client node sends a lookup request for its job to the randomly active host node in the system
(step 1). The selected host node is called an injection node. The injection node acts as a
scheduler for this request. This node has two queues such that one queue belongs to the
lookup request, and another one belongs to the jobs that should be executed on this node.
Each injection node uses decision tree to find reporting clusters can be useful to search
according to the QoS constraints of this request. As it was mentioned earlier, every reporting
cluster has one primary and two replica nodes with the same resource attribute values. In this
phase, injection node selects a reporting node with minimum communication overhead among
these three reporting nodes in each selected reporting cluster (step 2). Communication
overhead in this research is computed by a network model based on queuing theory discussed
in Section 6.

Each reporting node searches among its resource attribute values to find a resource that
satisfies QoS constraints. (step 3). It uses a load balancing policy that is explained in two
following sections. Finally, the reporting node selects a resource among its resources, and
sends the address of the selected resource to the injection node (step 4). The injection node
receives some resource offers for running its request from multiple reporting nodes. If the
request does not have the deadline, the injection node will select a resource with minimum
communication overhead to itself and the client node of this request. Whereas, if the request
has deadline, the injection node will select a resource with higher priority to maximum CPU
speed and lower priority to minimum communication delay. In order to optimize these two
parameters, at first a resource with maximum CPU speed is selected; then, a resource with

minimum communication delay is selected. If the selected resource in these two stages is
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identical, this resource will be selected. Otherwise, the resource with next minimum
communication delay is selected until half of resources are chosen. If half of resources are
selected, and they are not identical with the resource having maximum CPU speed; then, the
resource with next maximum CPU speed is selected. This process continues until these two
resources are overlapped. The selected resource is called run node (step 5). The injection node
sends a job profile to the run node (step 6). Finally, the run node puts this request in its queue,

downloads the source code and input files of this request, and returns generated output files
(step 7).

Selected

@ reporting nodes
@ Injection node @ @
Client node / ‘@\‘ Reporting node

'\G)‘ @ Reporting node
Run node :

lL Reporting node

Queue|j, |J,13,

Figure 2. Resource discovery policy in CycloidGrid environment.

4. Analytical Queuing Model

As we discussed in Section 3.3, each request is received by an injection node; then, it is
redirected to subset of reporting nodes. Because each reporting node contains subset of
resource attribute values, and it advertises suitable resource to run a request; therefore, the
load balancing policy is considered in the reporting nodes of the system. The analytical model
discussed in this section is applied in each reporting node to balance aload among its resource
pool. The resource pool of each reporting node is divided into logical clusters. Each logical
cluster contains subset of resources with close CPU speed. Thus, each reporting node is
assumed to have a number of logical clusters. The objective function is to find the optimal
arrival rate of incoming requests to each logical cluster a way that incoming requests are
distributed evenly among the logical clustersin each reporting node. This section is followed
by our proposed load balancing policy built upon the analytical model provided in this

section.



The analytical model is based on routing in parallel queues. The queuing model that

represents the whole system is shown in Figure 3. In this model, it is assumed that the
requests arrive into the system from all of client nodes with arrival rate A and varianceal2 :
These requests are sent to the injection nodes; then, they are redirected to a subset of reporting
nodes. These reporting nodes are selected by a decision tree based on QoS requirements.
Therefore, each reporting node receives a subset of arrival requests in the system. This subset

is estimated according to the following formulain each reporting node.

R* —
—*a R <R i
s R i 1<i<k (1)
i [ O<axil
Ri* R, 2R
(04
Rm

where F3I is arouting probability of incoming requests to reporting node i. R, is the number of

resources in reporting node i ,and R,R_ are average and maximum number of resources
among all reporting nodes, respectively. « is a calibration factor between 0 and 1. For the
sake of clarity, Table 2 gives the list of symbols that is used in this paper with their
definitions.

Based on Figure 3, reporting node i receives incoming requests with arrival rate 4, = I5i/1,
and its variance can be computed by Wald' s equation [32] as follows:
L2 _OiR+()(-P)

; - 2
| (R)’ @

By having arrival rate and variance of incoming requests to each reporting node, we aim to
find the optimal arrival rate of these requests to each logical cluster in order to balance the
requests in the system. In this analytical model, each logical cluster (LC) can be considered as
aserver with the given service rate. Therefore, by assuming alogical cluster as a single queue,
and the reporting node as a router that redirect incoming requests to the logical clusters, the
problem can be considered as a routing in the distributed paralel queues [33, 34]. Each
reporting node acts as router in front of a number of logical clusters as heterogeneous multi-
server paralel queues. The objective function in each reporting node can be expressed as

follows:
~ A N -
minAT, =minY 4,E(T)) (3)
=1
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Equation 3 aims to find the optimal arrival rate ) ; to each LC queue j in the reporting node
I. However, any reporting node with arrival rate ii routes incoming requests to the LC queues

immediately after its arrival according to the routing probability I5j . It is supposed that thereis

no queue in the reporting node, and it is fast enough to do that because each reporting node
only find capable resources and it is not used for running a job. We model each LC with a

single server queue. Therefore, in reporting node i LC queue j has the arrival rate ﬂTj = ISJ-JCi

and its variance can be computed as follows by Wald' s equation [32] as follows:

, aﬁﬁj +(4) 2@~ P;)
O'I =

i (5])2

Injection
node 1

Clientnode [\

Injection

Client node

k

ﬂv, Reporting node i
A

Client node

Figure 3. Queuing model for resource discovery in CycloidGrid

Servicetime of LC queue j follows a given distribution S; with mean E[S;]=X; andthe

coefficient of varianceCSj =—_ We consider ageneral distribution for the inter-arrival time

X;

aswell asthe service time for each LC queue in the queuing model. Therefore, each LC queue

can be modeled as a GI/GI/1 queue. The GI/GI/1 queueis referred to asingle-server queue
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with first-in-first-out discipline and with a general distribution of the sequences for inter-

arrival and service time (Gl stands for general independent or general in brief).

Table 2: Description of symbols used in the queuing model.

Symbol definition Symbol definition
A Arrival rate of jobsinto the system C|2 The squared coefficient of variance for the
i
arrival rate on cluster j at any reporting node
ol Variance of arrival rate of jobsinto the C S2 The sguared coefficient of variance for service
system : time on cluster j a any reporting
node
2 Arrival rate of jobsinto areporting -IT Average response time of incoming requests on
! i
node i cluster j at any reporting node
o |2 Variance of arrival rate of jobsinto a 7 N Average response time of incoming requests at
" | reporting nodei b ; | reporting node i
|3_ Routing probability of arrival rateto N Number of resources in the system
I
reporting node i
N, Number of logical clustersin reporting K Number of reporting nodes in the system
nodei
R, Number of resourcesin reporting node Sm Maximum average of processing speed among
i al logica clusters a any reporting
node
E Arrival rate of jobsinto logical cluster j S Average processing speed of cluster j at any
i i
after load distribution at any reporting reporting node
node
F‘)‘j Routing probability of arrival rate of S Sor Average of BoT size
0
logical cluster j in any reporting node
)7,- Average service time of jobs on cluster EB . Average of task execution time in BoT request
0
j inany reporting node
S Service time distribution of cluster j at

any reporting node
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The approximated expected response time of LC queue j is computed by following Equation
©)

2

2 J—
Sj

i

[34]:
E[T,]=X, + ~
2((Xj)_1 - /11')

In Equation 5 we can replace C,ZJ_ by the following formula,
(6)

C! =0l 22 =1+P,((4)?c} 1)

.hence
-1 (7)

éﬁ>| )

Since |5'J_

Ao

C? =1+-2((4,) %07

j ﬂ“i i
The objective function expresses in Equation 3 is solved by an extended version of the
approach developed by Li [35] (See Appendix A), so the optimal arrival rate for LC queue |

will be
~ 1 1 1-(4)%cZ+(CZ -Dix,
Aj=——— 282 I2 SAJ - : ®)
X; 1-(4) o) +24,(X; —2)
If we use constraint C(Z_,Z ) 11+Zz+...+;Ni —ii =0, wehave
c+(Cs ~DAX.
( S; ) i (9)

2+ 20(X; - 2)

|

S 1
- X

. N g [1-(A)%e
+Z:1: j_JZ: J\/l (ﬂ,)

A closed form solution for Equation 9 is impossible [35]. Therefore, we use a numerical
solution proposed by Li [35]. A numerical solution uses bisection algorithm and searchesz in

o~

x|

arange of [Ib,ub]. From Equation 8. 2 ; 20 we can get
(10)

For al 1< j< N, , Therefore the upper bound of z is
(11)

CZ -Dx.
ub = min(X; —%)
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And in Equation 9 let

¢(n:ijrw@:a;«@inAn (12)
1-(4)7o) +24(X; - 2)

Therefore, we simplify the Equation 9 as follows:

N; N;

=Z@a) (13)

_><|||—\

i=1

If we consider Equation 13, we have

-4 (14)

><|||_\

Z¢ (ub) ZZ

And lower bound of z can be worked out based on Equation 15. Ib can be obtained by
dividing by 2 ub repeatedly until the following condition is met.

Zqﬁ (Ib) sixi—i, (15)

5. Proposed Load Balancing Policy

The proposed load balancing policy in each reporting node is comprised of two parts. The
first part determines how the analysis mentioned in the previous section is applied in each
reporting node for job allocation to each logical cluster. In fact, the first part finds optimal

arrival rate 1 ; for each logical cluster. The second part concerns the dispatch policiesin each

reporting node among logical clusters based on the routing probability gained by the first part.

5.1 Job Allocation Policy

In the analysis of Section 4, we consider severa assumptions as follows:
e Eachlogical cluster in every reporting node have a GI/GI/1 queus;
e Eachlogical cluster queue serves arriving requests in the FCFS fashion;
e To serve arequest, its resource is found by the round robin policy within target logical
cluster away that this resource satisfies the QoS constraints of the request;
e A request (job) has bag of task (BoT) structure.
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We use general distribution for the service time of each logical cluster. The average service

time for each request in the logical cluster j can be approximated as follows:

Yj = SBoT EBoT

w

n 1< j<N, (16)

i
i

w

In Equation 16 the service time of each request can be approximated as the product of the
average BoT size and the average execution time of each task. This value is scaled by the
division of maximum average processing speed of al logical clusters in each reporting node
by average processing speed of cluster j. The job allocation policy to logical clusters in each
reporting node is represented in the form of pseudo-code in Algorithm 1.

In Algorithm 1, the average service time of logical cluster j is computed based on Equation
16 in steps 1 to 3. In Step 4 ub is calculated based on Equation 11 as the minimum value
among all computed values for logical clusters in the previous steps. Ib isinitialized with half
of ub at Step 5 and halved until the condition in Step 6 based on Equation 15 is satisfied.
Steps 10-15 show the bisection algorithm mentioned in previous section to find the proper
value of z. ¢isthe expected precision at Step 10 and initializesto10”. Finally, in steps 17-19

the optimal arrival rate for each logical cluster is determined.

5.2 Dispatch Policies

We consider three dispatch policies among logical clusters, namely BilIRCDP, BerRCDP,
and NRCDP. These policies differ in two ways. First, they differ in how they compute routing

probabilities 5j ( |5j =ﬁ) for each logical cluster. Second, they differ in how they choose the
A

sequence of requests sent to each logical cluster. BiIRCDP and BerRCDP use the optimal
arrival rate that is computed by the proposed load balancing policy; whereas, NRCDP is used
just for comparison with these two policies. In fact, NRCDP is the simplest way for brokering

in this case. In this dispatch policy, the routing probability 5j for any logical cluster is

considered to be equal, and logical clusters are sorted according to their average CPU speed.
Within each logical cluster, resources are examined for QoS constraints of request in a round
robin manner.

Both BerRCDP and BilRCDP use the same routing probabilities. In these two policies, the

arrival rate for each logical cluster (Z ;) is computed by Algorithm 1. The routing probability
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of these polices for each logical cluster in reporting node i can be computed as P

N)| !
=
3

policies differ in how they choose the sequences of requests sent to each L C queue.

Algorithm 1: job alocation policy to logical clustersin each reporting node

Input: /{i,a,z_,f(j foral 1< j <N,
Output: }-:J the optimal arrival rate of requests to different logical clusters, foral 1< j <N,

1 for j<—1to N, do

_ = = S
2 Xj :SBOTEBOTTm
SJ
3 end
CZ —1xX. .

4 ub « min(x; —(512)‘) foral 1< j <N,
5 Ib<—u—b

2

6 while Z¢(|b)>2——,1 do

JlJ

7 Ib<—E
2

end
Find the Lagrange multiplier z to solve Equation 9 by searching z between the range[lb , ub] using the

bisection algorithm.

10 while (Ub—1b > &) do//¢ isthe expected precision

1 Z(_(Ib+ub)
2
N 1 ~

12 if ( )<Y ——4) Then

>0 Yy
13 Z<ub
14 else z<«1b
15 end

16 Compute the optimal arrival rate by Equation 8 for each logical cluster
17 For j<«1to N, do

- 1- 2262 +(C2 —DA.X
18 7ol 1 Il ( 5 VA,
X; | 1- 2202 +24,(X; -2)

19 end
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In the BerRCDP policy, routing probabilities are used without any specia sequencing of
requests sent to each LC queue. Thus, BerRCDP is memory-less that it does not consider
which request is sent to which LC queue; whereas, the BilRCDP policy takes into account the
past sequence of routing with alittle overhead. BilRCDP is a generalized form of round robin
manner, and it considers the sequence of routing called the billiard sequence [36]. The
authors in [36] suggested the method to implement the billiard sequence, and they generated it
asfollows:

X, +Y

P,

Jp = min{ ==} (17)

Where j, is a target queue, and X; and Y, are vectors of integers with size n. Y; keeps the
number of requests sent to queue j and X ; specifies which queue is the fastest. X is set to
one for the fastest queue and zero for other queues [33]. Y, is initialized to zero, and it is
updated to Y; =Y, +1 after selecting the target queue. P; is a routing probability of
incoming requests that are sent to the queuej.

Algorithm 2 demonstrates BilRCDP dispatch policy. In this algorithm, initially, the fastest

logical cluster is found based on average service time for each logical cluster in Step 1. ISj is

sent to this algorithm based on Algorithm 1, and X; is computed by Equation 16.
X,Y variables are initialized to zero in steps 2 to 5. One is assigned to the fastest logical
cluster in Step 6. Y; shows the number of requests that are dispatched to logical cluster j, and

initially assigns to zero at Step 4. In Steps 8-14, the value of adapted billiard sequences are
computed, and the logical cluster with minimum value is selected. Then, Y; of selected logical

cluster is incremented by 1 at Step 15. In Steps 16 to 20, all resources within selected logical
cluster are examined for QoS constraints. If one of the resources satisfies QoS constraints, this
resource will be selected at Step 18; otherwise, other resources on this logical cluster will be
examined by a round robin manner. The round robin policy within each logical cluster is
justifiable, because resources that their CPU speed is close are grouped in the same logical
cluster. If none of the resources satisfies the QoS constraints, another logical cluster will be
selected and this process continues (Step 21, 22).

The BerRCDP dispatch policy selects the random logical cluster based on routing
probability computed by Algorithm 1. In this dispatch policy, selection of logical cluster is

17



random, but each logical cluster gives a request based on its routing probability. After
selecting a logical cluster, each resource in the target logica cluster is examined for QoS

constraints in the round robin manner.

Algorithm 2: BilIRCDP dispatch policy at each reporting node

Input: ﬂ‘:j,)_(j for al logical clusterj, 1< j <N,

Output: selected resource (T;)

1. fastestLCluster «— findFastestLogicalCluster(X)
2. foreach logical cluster j do

3. X; <0

4. Y, <0

5. end

6. X «1

fastestLCluster

7. min <« maxValue

8. foreach logical cluster j do
9. oLty

P
10. if (c<min) then
11. min <« C
12. selCluster « j
13. end
14. end
15. Y, <Y, +1

selCluster selCluster

16. foreach resource m in SelCluster do

17. if (resource m satisfy QoS constraints) then

18. I’j <— resource,,

19. else check another resource in SelCluster based on round robins manner
20. end

21. if (none of resourcesin SelCluster does not satisfy QoS constraints) then

22. goto 7

23. else return(r i )

Table 2 gives a comparison among three dispatch policies. These policies are compared
according to the method for computing the routing probability of each logica cluster, the
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sequence of choosing target logical cluster, and time complexity. The time complexity of each
dispatch policy is computed in two cases. The first oneis for finding target logical cluster. In
this case, the time complexity of BilRCDP is higher than the others and it is related to number
of logical clusters in the reporting node. Whereas, in the second case it is computed for
finding suitable resource to serve a request within selected logical cluster. The time
complexity in this case is equal for all three policies asit is related to number of resourcesin

onelogical cluster.

Table 2: Comparison among three dispatch policies

Criteria

BilRCDP

BerRCDP

NRCDP

How to compute
routing probability

for each logical

The routing
probabilities of logical

clusters are different

The routing
probabilities of logical
clusters are different

The routing
probabilities of logical

clusters are equal

cluster and they are computed | and they are computed
by Algorithm 1 by Algorithm 1
The sequence of Billiard sequence Random Round-robin strategy
choosing target
logical cluster
Time complexity of O(N,) o® o®
finding target
logical cluster
Time complexity of oR ot ot
searching within | : :
target logical
cluster

6. Performance Evaluation

In order to evaluate the performance of proposed policies, we implemented CycloidGrid
simulator as a discrete event simulator. CycloidGrid is written in Java and it is an extended
version of Cycloid simulator [30] to emulate the P2P-based volunteer computing systems.

Physical network in CycloidGrid is emulated by Brite topology generator [37]. A physical
network with n computers which are connected by Waxman model and different link
bandwidth are generated by Brite topology generator. The bandwidth between two nodes is
between 10Mbps to 1Gbps with uniform distribution [31, 44].

Xtremlab trace [38] is used in this research to emulate resources in the CycloidGrid
simulator. Xtremlab trace is exported from BOINC database where the information is
collected by client or server in the BOINC.
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The coefficient of variance (,  stDey/, ) of the service time within each logical cluster can
ean
be assumed as 1.1 (Csj) to model the performance variability of resources in volunteer

computing systems according to the Xtremlab traces.
The performance metric related to the response time of requests to be considered in all
simulation scenarios is average response time (ART). The ART of R given requestsiis defined

as follows:

ART == sz1 (18)

where w; is the waiting time of request j, |;is the number of tasksin request j, and dkj isthe

weighted run time of task k in request j. The weighted run time of each task is a scaled down
value of run time on a computer with higher speed. The waiting time of request j is computed

by the following equation:

Wj = I‘c2i + maX(Lizr’) + I‘i2r + MaX(chl’,zd') (19)
|

where L, isthe communication overhead for sending a request between the client node and

i
the injection node, L, represents the communication delay between the injection node and

each of selected reporting nodes. The maximum of this time is added to the waiting time of

the job, because the injection node contacts the selected reporting nodes in paralel. L,,,

represents communication overhead between the injection node and the run node. Also, the
last term is the maximum of communication delay between the client node and the run node
(L., ) for sending input files and the summation of run time for waiting tasks in the run

c2r
node’' s queue.

A network model based on queuing theory is applied to compute a communication
overhead between two peers [20]. In this analytical model, each connection between two
peers is modeled by a GI/GI/1 queue, and it is assumed that each peer receives two types of
traffic: background traffic of the Internet and a part of workload traffic that is imported into

the system by the client nodes. Therefore, we have compound distribution with arrival rate 4,
and varianceafm as input traffic to each peer. Thus, the communication overhead between two

peers can be computed by the following Equation [20].
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where ¥, is the service time of associated queue to each connection, and it is calculated as

follows:

¥ =05, +Fp (21)

net net

where «,, isthe network latency, S

net

isan inverse of bandwidth aong the link between two

net

adjacent peers based on routing algorithm in the P2P network, and F is aflow size transmitted
between two peers. The last term of Equation 20 is calculated as a summation of ¥ along the
route between adjacent peer to the source node and destination peer based on routing

algorithm of the P2P overlay network. Interested readers can refer to our previous work [20]

for more detail.

6.1 Workload Model

The workload model for simulations is based on Grid Workload Archive [39]. In this
model, the inter-arrival time has Weibull distribution, and the request duration follows
Normal distribution as listed in Table 3. As in the volunteer computing systems the task
duration islarge, the square of task duration is considered.

Table 3: Input parameters for the workload model.

Parameters Distribution/Value Reference
Inter-arrival time Weibull (5< ¢ <9, 4 =4.25) [39]
No. of tasks Weibull (¢ =2.11, 5 =1.76) [39]
Task duration Normal (2.73<m<85,6 =6.1) [39]
Internet inter-arrival time Weibull (¢ = 0.06, 8 = 0.15) [43]
Internet flow size Pareto (o =3,4=1.05) [43]
Inter-arrival time of peer Poisson (0.66< 7 < 4.83) [21]

churn

Each BoT request can have QoS constraints including minimum CPU speed, minimum
RAM, disk space requirements, and the deadline. The methodology used by Irwin et a. [45]
is utilized to assign the deadline to each request. According to this methodology, the requests
are classified into two classes. These classes are Low Urgency (LU) jobs and High Urgency
(HU) jobs. A BoT request in HU class has low ratio of deadline to runtime; whereas, a request
in LU class has high ratio of deadline. In our experiments, the ratio of deadline for HU
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requests follows normal distribution with mean 4 and variance 2; meanwhile, the ratio of
deadline for LU requestsis three times longer with mean 12 and variance 6.

We generate the workload for 1 day, where 2.5 hoursis considered as the warm-up phase to
avoid bias before the system reaches steady-state. Each experiment is performed on each of
these workloads separately. For the sake of accuracy, each experiment is carried out several
times by using different workloads and average of results is reported. In al the reported
results, CV is less than 0.01. The number of resources is equal to 1000 and 3000 peers with
heterogeneous computing speeds.

In order to generate different workloads, we modified two parameters one at a time.
Therefore, to change the inter-arrival time, we modified the first parameter of Weibull
distribution (the scale parameter ) as shown in Table 3. Thus, the number of jobs increases
from 10000 (i.e.« =9) to 19000 (i.e.« =5). Also, to have requests with different duration, the
mean of normal distribution changes from 2.73 to 8.5 that is mentioned in Table 3. The
average task duration in BoT changes from 44 to 109 minutes.

Peer churn is modeled by a Poisson distribution [21] with average inter-arrival time (7)
differentiates from 0.66 minutes to 4.83 minutes that is presented in Table 3. Thus, from 10%
to 70% of peers leave the system when average inter-arrival time varies from 4.83 to 0.66
minutes; whereas, some nodes join the system.

We consider the background traffic of the Internet follows the Weibull distribution [43] as
shown in Table 3. Also, the Internet flow size follows the Pareto distribution according to
[43]. The mean of Pareto distribution is considered as the flow size for the Internet traffic.

Each BoT request is assumed to have an input file. A ratio of communication cost to
computation cost is applied in various studies on scheduling BoT requests [40]. Thisratio is
called communication-to-computation ratio (CCR). Therefore, we consider the file size of
each BoT request is CCR times of its computation time. It is worth noting that in this
research, we focus on balanced BoT application in which computation and communication

time are important. Thus, aBoT request with CCR=2 is taken into account.

6.2 Simulation Results

Figures 4-7 present ART versus inter-arrival time and average task duration for different
policies. In these figures, average task duration is kept in the medium size (66.55 minutes) for
ART versus inter-arrival time. Also, the inter-arrival time has kept in the medium size
(i.e.a =7.86) for ART versus average task duration. Each request has minimum CPU speed,

minimum RAM or disk space requirements as QoS constraints.
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In Figure 4, we consider 1000 peers in the system where the system is relatively static, and
no peer joins or leaves during the experiment. As we expected, by reduction of inter-arrival
time, the ART dramatically increases too. But, BiIRCDP policy controls the ART by
distributing the load evenly in the system. Meanwhile, NRCDP approaches the saturation
point exponentially. BilRCDP marginally surpasses the BerRCDP with improvement factor
of 23%, 19% in Figure 4(a) and Figure 4(b), respectively. The improvement of BIIRCDP in
theses figures with respect to NRCDP is 36% and 29%, respectively. Figure 4(c) and 4(d)
compares these policies with the CAN policy proposed by Kim et al. [21]. This study is
selected for comparison because they considered minimum CPU speed, RAM, and disk space
requirements as QoS constrains of request, and the load balancing policy is implemented in
their work. As one can see in Figure 4(c) and 4(d), ART of the proposed policies is much
lower than CAN. However, the overhead of CAN is lower than our proposed load balancing
policies. The average number of messages sent for each request in CAN is amost 20
messages, whereas, this average increases to 50 messages per request in our proposed
policies. The number of messages in the proposed policies is 2.5 times of CAN; meanwhile,
the improvement factor of BIIRCDP is 70% compare to CAN. The most of messages in the
proposed policies are exchanged among the injection node and selected reporting nodes and a
small fraction of them are sent for managing churn in the system.

In Figure 5, the number of peersis the same as the previous experiment, but peers join or
depart from the system with the average inter-arrival time 7 =2.38 minutes. In this
experiment, after 1000 nodes initially join the system, some nodes leave; meanwhile, some

nodes join the system.
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Figure 4. Average response time resulting from different policies with 1000 peers and static environment. The
experiments are carried out by modifying (a,c) the ,, parameter in inter-arrival time, (b,d) the average duration

of task in BoT.

The departure rate of peersin this experiment is 20% of all peersin the system. In this
experiment when a node leaves the system, all of assigned job on the leaving node are
reassigned to another peers. Because the leaving peers are selected randomly, possibly

selecting the nodes with fewer jobs causes the reduction of ART in some situations such
a =6 in Figure 5(a) for BerRCDP and NRCDP policies. In this experiment BilRCDP
surpasses BerRCDP and NRCDP with the improvement factor of 18%, 21% in Figure 5(a)

and 17%, 22% in Figure 5(b), respectively.
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Figure 5. Average response time resulting from different policies with 1000 peers and dynamic environment.
The experiments are carried out by modifying (a) the ,, parameter in inter-arrival time, (b) the average duration

of task in BoT.

In Figure 6, we increase the number of peers to 3000 peers in the system, but the system

keeps in the static state and no node joins or leaves the system during the simulation. Asit is
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shown, the BilIRCDP still achieves a better performance with respect to BerRCDP and NRCDP
with improvement factor of 8%, 10% in Figure 6(a) and 7%, 8% in Figure 6(b), respectively.
The performance of BerRCDP decreases with increasing number of peersin the system. Aswe
explained in Section 5, after selecting a resource by BerRCDP sequence, this resource is
examined on QoS congtraints. If it meets the QoS constraints, it will be selected; otherwise,
another resource are examined. The QoS constraints have the performance impact on
BerRCDP policy by changing the recommended sequence in this policy. This impact is less
effective on the performance of the BilRCDP policy.
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Figure 6. Average response time resulting from different policies with 3000 peers and static environment. The
experiments are carried out by modifying (a) the , parameter in inter-arrival time, (b) the average duration of
task in BoT.

Figure 7 shows the experimental results for 3000 peers in the dynamic environment. In this
experiment, peers leave or join to the system with average inter-arrival timer = 2.38 minutes.
The departure rate of peers from the system is 20% of peers similar to the second experiment.
The BilRCDP has improvement factor of 8%, 14% in Figure 7(a) and 5%, 8% in Figure 7(b)
with respect to BerRCDP and NRCDP, respectively.

Figure 8 presents ART for 1000 peers versus the average inter-arrival time of peer churn.
The average inter-arrival time of peer churn varies from 4.83 minutes to 0.66 minutes.
However, from 10% (7 = 4.83minutes) to 70% (7 = 0.66minutes) of all peers (with step of
5%) leave the system; meanwhile, some nodes join the system. In this figure, the inter-arrival
time and average task duration of BoT request are kept in the medium size (a« = 7.86 , avg.
task duration= 66.55 minutes). Asillustrated in this figure, BiIRCDP, BerRCDP, and NRCDP
have similar behavior with decreasing the average inter-arrival time till 1.98 minutes. In this
point, 25% of peers leave the system. After that, they start to oscillate; whereas, changes of

ART in NRCDP has bigger step than other two policies. This ssimulation shows that the
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system is resistant against the churn. The performance of the system does not decrease, if the

churn rate increases.
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Figure 7. Average response time resulting from different policies with 3000 peers and dynamic environment.
The experiments are carried out by modifying (a) the ,, parameter in inter-arrival time, (b) the average duration

of task in BoT.
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Figure 8. Average response time resulting from different policies with 1000 peers. The ssimulations are carried

out by modifying the average inter-arrival time of peer churn.

Figure 9 presents the impact of high urgency jobs and arrival rate on the percentage of jobs
that meet the deadline. In this experiment, the number of peers equals to 1000 peers in static
environment, and we consider the jobs with deadline, minimum CPU speed, and minimum
RAM or disk space requirements as QoS constraints. In Figure 9(a), various percentage of HU

jobs are considered. For example, if the percentage of HU jobs is 40%, the percentage of
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remaining LU jobs is 60%. Also, the inter-arrival time and average task duration of BoT
request are kept in the medium size (« =7.86, avg. task duration = 66.55 seconds). We
decrease the average task duration in this workload from minute to second; therefore, the BoT
execution time is decreased from hours to minutes. The reason is VC requests normally have
long deadline in order of weeks considering availability of resource because of dynamic
nature of volunteers [46]; thus, reduction of execution time can simulate the high urgency
requests with meaningful deadlines in the VC environments. Meanwhile, in Figure 9(b) the
average task duration and the percentage of HU jobs are kept in the medium size (avg. task
duration =66.55 seconds, the percentage of HU jobs =40%). As depicted in Figure 9, almost
99% of jobs meet the deadline by BilRCDP policy, and this policy is robust with respect to
increase of HU jobs and arrival rate of jobs. BerRCDP has amost stable behavior with
increase of HU jobs while its performance decreases with increase of arrival rate. It shows
that BIIRCDP distributes the load more evenly than BerRCDP. Because the percentage of
missed deadline jobs is increased in BerRCDP with increase of arrival rate. The performance
of NRCDP isincreased with the increase of high urgency jobs; meanwhile, its performanceis

decreased with increase of arrival rate.
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Figure 9. The percentage of jobs that meet the deadline versus the percentage of high urgency jobs (a) and the 4
parameter in inter-arrival time (b).

7. Conclusions
In this paper, we propose an anaytical model for load balancing in peer-to-peer based
volunteer computing systems. We consider the requests are arriving into the system in BoT

form, and each request has some QoS constraints such as minimum CPU speed, minimum
RAM or disk space requirements, and deadline. The proposed policies for load balancing are
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based on distributed parallel queues and knowledge-free approach; therefore, it does not
impose any additional overhead on the system. The proposed resource discovery agorithm
has two phases. In the first phase, it takes into account the load balancing feature in the
system; whereas, in the second phase the proximity-aware feature is considered and the
resource with minimum communication overhead is selected. Three dispatch policies namely
BilRCDP, BerRCDP, and NRCDP are considered to distribute requests to the peers in the
system. We compared the performance of these policies in different circumstances. The
results of the experiments indicated that BIIRCDP significantly decreases the average
response time of the system with improvement factor of 13.12%, 18.5% in average with
respect to BerRCDP and NRCDP, respectively. The proposed load balancing policy is
proximity-aware, and selects the run node with minimum communication overhead; thus, it
has better performance for BoT requests with large input/output file and considerable
communication overhead. Also, the influence of the load balancing policy is highlighted for
the longer running jobs, and high variations in job execution time.

As part of future work, we intend to consider data intensive application in the form of
directed acyclic graph to evaluate the effectiveness of proposed policy on these applications.
We think that proximity-aware feature can decrease the communication overhead on these
applications sufficiently. Another interesting extension would be using Cloud resources in
some of peers. Some applications have QoS requirements that could not be satisfied by the
available resources of the VC systems, Clouds resources can be used in order to handle QoS

requirements of these applications.
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Appendix
A. Proof of Equation 8
To solve the objective function of Equation 3 we extend the approach developed by Li [35],

since Zl + Zz +..+ INi isfixed, the problem is equivalent to minimize

~ o~ A A I~ ~ 1

Z(Ag, Ay Ay ) = s =2 4E(, )

=
I

L

=1

s

|
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In order to minimizez (2,, 4,,.., 4, ) the Lagrange multiplier system is used,

AZ(Ay, Aoy reees Aoy ) = ZAC (A, Ay Ay )

That is, N Equations

OZ (A, Ay Ay, ) ZaC()fl,Zz,...,ZNi)
o4, o4,

Foral 1< j<N, ,and C(Zl,/fz,...,)TNi) is the constraint /i+;1‘2 +...+;1‘Ni —/ii =0 ,andzis

the Lagrange multiplier. We have

0Z (Ays Agren An)  Xi(A)2 A0 2 (2= 4 X))+ A (=2+ 4;%X;) = A4, (-8+C2 +44,%, - 2(4;)*(X;)?)
ox, 24,(-1+ 4,%,)?

Thus, wecanget a;(4,)* +b; 4, +c; =0 , where

a; =—(X,)2(4)20? +(X;)? +2%;)°4 -24,(X,)*z
by =2%,(%)?0? - 2%, - 44 (X;)? + 44X,z

And ¢; =34X; - AX,CS - 242

We have

Xj X

s 11 1A er+(CE DK,
: 1-(4)%0] +24,(X;, - 2)

~ - 1 -
We have steady state situation if 4,X; <1= 4, <z ,consequently the other value for 4; is
j

not acceptable.
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